Yakima River Basin
Integrated Water Resource
Management Plan
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Yakima Rever Basin Locabon

Basin Size = 6 155 sq
miles

Irrigated cropland =
500,000 acres
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Water Issues in the Yakima River Basin

Adjudication » 30+ year effort to determine rights
Droughts/Water Shortages » 1 year out of 4 since 1990

Anadromous fish runs » Not sustainable

— Sockeye, Chinook, coho, steelhead, bull trout »
Extirpated, reduced, and/or threatened (300,000 to
960,000 historical, now averaging 8,000).

Climate change » Runoff timing changed and changing
creating less snow and less summer water

Needs - greatly improve operational flexibility to support
stream flows and meet water supply needs under a wide
range of seasonal and yearly snowpack conditions, now and
under possible future climate change conditions.
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YRBWEP Workgroup Members

« Kittitas County
« Yakima Basin Storage Alliance
« Kennewick Irrigation District

« Washington Department of Fish and
Wildlife

. Washington Department of Agriculture ~ * U Fish and Wildlife Service

. NOAA, National Marine Fisheries « Sunnyside Valley Irrigation District
Service * Bureau of Reclamation

« Benton County « Yakima — Tieton Irrigation District

« Yakima Basin Fish & Wildlife Recovery  « Yakama Nation — Yakima/Klickitat
Board Fisheries Project

» District « Kittitas Reclamation

« City of Yakima
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Integrated Water Resource Management Plan
(IWRMP)
« Seven elements:

* Fish Passage at existing reservoirs

e Habitat protection and enhancements

 New or expanded storage reservoirs

 Groundwater storage

 Enhanced conservation

» Market-based reallocation of water resources

« Structural and operational changes to existing facilities
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